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The November 19, 2014 meeting of the Williamson Central School District Board of Education 
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.   
 
Student representative Sharayah Fisher, Vice President, Class of 2017 reported that the high 
school has completed the first marking period and that many activities are taking place in the 
building.  The Spanish Club is rehearsing for a performance at Blossom View Nursing Home, 
chorus and band are rehearsing for the Winter Concerts, the Winter Sports season is underway 
and the Senior Class is preparing for their trip to Florida. She also reported that the recent 
musical, The Addams Family, recorded the highest number of ticket sales for any production to 
date.  She thanked the board for all they do for the students of the District.   
 
Under Reports from District Administrators, Marygrace Ferrando reported that the 
Superintendent Conference Day was very successful.  She expressed her appreciation to the 
coaches for their work to coordinate the sessions.  John Fulmer expressed his appreciation to 
Ann Dewhirst for her dedication to the students to insure they receive student support as needed.  
He reported that the Modified Boys Basketball season has started and the team is currently 
undefeated under Coach Kingsbury. Kathryn Taylor highlighted Erica Hernandez and her work 
with the cast and crew of the Middle School musical The King and I.  The students are hard at 
work and are excited about the show.  Performances are scheduled for January 23-24 with a 
senior citizen preview on January 22. Hilary Chaya reported that Guidance Counselor Sally 
Schillaci has started Cookies and Career events at the High School again.  Approximately 22 
students participated and more events are planned.  Wanda Miller reported that she has 
completed student reviews with the student aides and case managers about ways to increase 
student independence.  The goal is to continue to support the student but to encourage growth.  
Ellen Saxby commented that it was a wonderful Superintendent Conference Day with a lot of 
information shared with the teachers. She highlighted the class of Shannon Ryan and Joanna 
Alexander. The teachers are able to accommodate the needs of all the students and as a result the 
students are meeting or exceeding expectations.  Gary Barno highlighted the Transportation 
Department.  He commented that each day drivers and support staff are faced with different 
transportation challenges, yet they are handled efficiently and in a calm manner.  Superintendent 
Macaluso reported that the Project 2017 and Beyond committee met and they are reviewing 
options to increase fund raising based on opportunities and technology that did not previously 
exist. The group will meet again in December.  He reported that BOCES was awarded a P-Tech 
grant.  The P-Tech program is aimed at providing economically disadvantaged students an 
opportunity to complete an Associate’s Degree in various areas of need and have an opportunity 
in those same fields of employment upon completion.  The program will be open to any students 
of the districts that sign on to the grant - not just disadvantaged students.  Williamson Central 
School District was a participant in the grant and is looking forward to the start of the program. 
He updated the Board with information from the Superintendent’s Legislative Committee 
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meeting. Dr. Macaluso complimented the high school students on their performance in the 
musical and their volunteer participation at the Elementary School for Big Pumpkin Day. 
  
Under Board Committee Reports, Board members commented on various events and meetings 
that have occurred in recent weeks.  Caroline Jackson reported that at the PTSA Meeting, 
President Monica Fernaays announced that she will not seek re-election as PTSA President.  The 
Board reviewed the District Treasurer’s Report. 
 
John Fulmer and Kathryn Taylor presented information to the Board on Data Driven Instruction 
Focus that is in place in the Middle School.  They reviewed the targeted areas which include 
student achievement, faculty training and grade level review of MAPS scores.  They presented 
specific examples of what assessments look like throughout the building.  They emphasized that 
assessment is not always a test but takes on many forms such as a piece of art work, a musical 
piece played for their instructor, a picture drawn to represent an answer or a verbal answer.  The 
teachers are engaged in the process and are utilizing the data to improve teaching skills.      
 
The Board approved the CSE Case Summaries and with the approval of the Consent Agenda, 
several substitutes and volunteers were approved. The Board also approved the probationary 
appointment of Brenda Rowell, as a part-time student aide effective October 31, 2014.  The 
board accepted the following resignations: 

• Kim VanStrien, Teaching Assistant, Elementary School, effective January 26, 2015,  
23 years of service 

• Darlene Hill, Monitor, Elementary School, effective November 14, 2014 

• David Baxter, full-time Bus Driver, effective November 28, 2014 
 
Under New Business the Board accepted the donation of uniforms for the Girls Basketball team, 
approved the appointments of Jessica Burggraaff as Fixed Assets Coordinator and Kate Bates 
and Della Ludwig as Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) leader/coaches for the 2014-2015 
school year. The Board approved the remaining action items: 

• First reading of Policy 5530 – Cash in School Buildings 

• The 2013-2014 Audit Correction Action Plan 

• The Classified Substitute rates effective 12/31/14 based on the changes to the minimum 
wage law 

• The Teaching Assistant Substitute rate of $66/day effective 12/31/14 based on changes to 
the minimum wage law 

• The tax collection report as prepared by Anne VanEenwyk 

• The Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to immediately end the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment 

  
 


